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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 1 1/16/2004 . 
2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-29 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 28 February 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-29 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art taken singly or in combination does not teach or suggest, a method for 
allocating a stream of operations in a graphics system to be performed by a plurality of 
calculation pipelines, among other things, comprising determining if the first calculation pipeline 
is performing a low latency operations then providing a next operation in the stream of 
operations to the first calculation pipeline; and if the first calculation pipeline is performing a 
high latency operation, then providing the next operation in the stream of operations to a second 
calculation pipeline. 

The closest prior art, Hauck et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,907,688) teaches a method of 
arbitrating between calculation pipelines, comprising a latency compare unit to compare the 
actual latency of the data streams with a threshold latency to determine a high or low latency 
operation. If the actual latency is greater than the nominal latency, the higher bandwidth channel 
is chosen. If the actual latency is less than or equal to the nominal latency, a round-robin priority 
selection algorithm is used. 

However, reference Hauck et al. does not teach 'if the first calculation pipeline is 
performing a high latency operation, then providing the next operation in the stream of 
operations to a second calculation pipeline'. 



Application/Control Number: 10/085,432 
Art Unit: 2676 



Page 3 



Conclusion 



3. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 



payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hau H. Nguyen whose telephone number is: 571-272-7787. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI from 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on 571-272-7778. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand-delivered response should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose 
telephone number is (571)-272-2600. 
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